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Az eurdpai késd kréta kori htisevé dinoszauruszok egyikének maig legteljesebb csont-
véza keriilt napvildgra Szaszsebes kozelében. A kb. 70 millié éves, tj theropoda fajhoz
tartozé, Balaur bondocnak (,zomok sarkany”) elnevezett leletet 2009-ben fedezte fel
Vremir Matyas kolozsvéri geol6gus—paleontoldgus, az EME munkatarsa.
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Az éllat testének dtlagos hossza 1,8—2 méter lehetett. Zsakmanyat néla mintegy
kétszer nagyobb, kisméret(,, torpe” novényevd dinoszauruszok (Zalmoxes,
Telmatosaurus, Struthiosaurus) képezhették. Az dzsiai vagy amerikai raptorok esetében
példdul ez az arany sokkal elénytelenebb volt, testméretiik ugyanis nem haladta meg
az dltaluk zsakmanyolt dllatok méreteinek egyotodét.
A szaszsebesi, zomok sarkany” hirtelen pusztult el, még fiatal-felnétt egyed kordban.
Egy monszunalis drviz alkalmaval fulladhatott meg, elsodort tetemét egy folyd
arteriiletén lerakddott vords iszap temette be.
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Bdr a csontvaznak hozzévetdlegesen 75 szézaléka maradt meg, a csontokon kiilonleges
anatémiai bélyegek taldlhatok. A lelet a mongdliai Velociraptor kozeli rokona; tomazsi
testtel, izmos és vaskos hatsd labakkal, valamint megnydilt, vékony tollakkal fedett
mellsd végtagokkal. Jellegzetességei a nagyon széles és hatranydlé medencedv, a
kétujju mellsd végtagok, valamint a négy funkciondlis ujjal elldtott hétso végtagok,
két-két tdrszer(i timadd karommal. Az 0j lelet kettds szakitokarmd ldbfeje, rovid, de
erdteljes és nagyon izmos laba, valamint vaskos teste arra utal, hogy ez a raptor inkdbb
egy kickboxoldhoz, semmint egy gyors futéhoz hasonlithatott. Vaddszati taktikdja
valdszin(ileg rajtaiitésszer volt.
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A meghatérozashan és leirdshan kozrem(ikadd kutatok (Csiki Zoltan, a Bukaresti
Egyetem Geofizikai és Geoldgiai Karénak lektora, Vremir Matyas, az Erdélyi Mizeum-
Egyesiilet Kutatdintézetének kiilsé munkatérsa, Stephen Brusatte, a Columbia Egyetem
Fold- és Kornyezettudomanyi Karanak kutatdja, és Mark Norell, a New York-i Amerikai
Természettudomanyi Mizeum paleontoldgiai részlegének igazgatdja) szerint ez a lelet
(jabb bizonyitéka az eurdpai és dzsiai-amerikai fauna kozotti kapcsolatnak.

A fosszilidt megtalaléja 2010 elején adomanyozta az Erdélyi Muzeum-Egyesiiletnek az
egykor hires kdzet-, dsvany- és dslénygy(ijtemény tjboli megalapozasanak
szandékaval.

Descoperirea facutd in formatiunile continentale de la Sebes reprezinta cel mai
complet schelet de dinozaur carnivor datand din Cretacicul terminal al Europei. Fosila,
cu o vechime de cca. 70 de milioane de ani, apartine unei noi specii de theropod
denumitd Balaur bondoc, si a fost descoperitd in 2009 de geologul si paleontologul
clujean Matyds Vremir (Societatea Muzeului Ardelean, Cluj).
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Lungimea medie a corpului era de 1,8-2,0 m. Prada balaurului era formatd probabil din
dinozauri ierbivori pitici, care puteau atinge lungimi de 3-4 m, adica dublul raptorului
de |a Sebes. Aceasta proportie era mult mai dezavantajoasa in cazul raptorilor asiatici
(sau americani), care reprezentau doar maximum o cincime din dimensiunea speciilor
pe care le vanau.

Balaurul bondoc de la Sebes a murit inecat cu ocazia unei viituri musonice, cadavrul lui
fiind transportat si ingropat in mal, pe cmpia aluviald a raului.
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Scheletul pastrat in proportie de 75% are caractere anatomice particulare. Specimenul
este o rudd apropiatd a bine-cunoscutului Velociraptor descoperit in Cretacicul
Mongoliei. Se caracterizeaza printr-un bust robust, membre posterioare foarte
puternice si musculoase, membre anterioare gracile si mult alungite, acoperite cu
pene. Printre caracteristici s-ar enumera bazinul foarte larg, orientat posterior,
membrele anterioare bidigitate si membrele posterioare terminate cu cate patru
degete functionale, dintre care o pereche cu gheare mari, asemanatoare unui pumnal.
(aracteristicile anatomice si morfofunctionale sugereaza o tacticd de atac bazata
probabil pe ambuscade.
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Cercetatorii care au contribuit la identificarea si caracterizarea acestui misterios
carnivor (Zoltan Csiki — Universitatea Bucuresti, Facultatea de Geofizicd si Geologie,
Matyds Vremir — Societatea Muzeului Ardelean, Stephen Brusatte — Universitatea
Columbia si Mark Norell — Muzeul American de Stiinte Naturale, Dept. Paleontologie,
din New York), au adus argumente in favoarea conexiunilor dintre fauna europeana si
cea asiatic-americand, sugerand un schimb activ de elemente faunistice, dintre care
unele, ulterior, au evoluat independent pe insulele arhipelagului european din
(retacic.

Resturile fosile au fost donate de catre descoperitor Societdtii Muzeului Ardelean (EME)
din Cluj la inceputul anului 2010. Prin aceasta donatie s-a dorit reinfiintarea renumitei
colectii a Societatii.

The recent paleontological discovery made in the Sebes area, represents the most
complete European predator dinosaur skeleton, dating from the late Cretaceous. The
roughly 70 million years old fossil belongs to a new theropod species named Balaur
bondoc (meaning “stocky dragon”) and was discovered in 2009 by the geologist-
paleontologist Matyas Vremir, from the Transylvanian Museum Society from Cluj.

The size/length of the animal was around 1,8—2,0 m, and its pray probably included
the so-called “dwarf” herbivorous dinosaurs (Zalmoxes, Telmatosaurus,
Struthiosaurus) of roughly double size (3—4 m in length). This predator-pray body
proportion was more unfavorable in the case of the Asian or American raptors
because they rarely exceeds one fifth of their pray.
The young “stocky dragon” died accidentally during a heavy monsoonal flood, and
its carcass was transported and buried relatively fast on the red flood-plain mud.
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The skeleton is preserved in a proportion of approx. 75%, showing a series of very
particular anatomical characters, being a close relative of the well known late
Cretaceous Mongolian Velociraptor. It was characterized by a robust body-
constitution, very powerfull hind-limbs also rather gracile and elongated feathered
forelimbs. Some of the most peculiar features are the wide and posteriorly oriented
pelvis, two-fingered elongated forelimbs, and particularly the four functional-toed
and double clawed hind limbs. Anatomical and morpho-functional characteristics
suggest an attack style based on ambush tactics.
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The scientists who contributed to describe and characterize this peculiar dinosaur
(Zoltan Csiki — Bucharest University, Faculty of Geophysics and Geology, Métyds
Vremir —Transylvanian Museum Society, Cluj, Stephen Brusatte — Columbia
University, New York and Mark Norell — curator of the Paleontologica departament
of the American Museum of Natural History, New York) brought arguments in favour
of active faunal interchanges between the late Cretaceous European and Asian-
American landmasses.

The fossils were donated by the discoverer to the Transylvanian Museum Society in
Cluj (EME) in order to rebuild the society’s once famous paleontological collection.




